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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE GRANTSVILLE CITY 

COUNCIL HELD WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2000. 

 

Mayor and Council Present: Mayor Merle Cole. Council Members: Byron Anderson, 

Craig Anderson, Kevin Hall, Justin Linares, and Karen Watson. 

 

Appointed officers and employees present: Wendy Palmer, City Recorder, Attorney 

Ronald Elton. 

 

Citizens and Guests: Jerry Edwards, Mike and Jeff Diderickson, Gary & Wendy Durfee, 

Paul Ott.  

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

a. Consideration of amendment to section 21.8 of the Land Use Management Code 

to regulate the creation of private roads to a standard approved by the city. 

Mayor Cole opened the public hearing at 7:05 p.m.  Craig explained what the purpose 

of this proposed change is to provide a minor subdivision the capability of creating a 

private road.  This proposed amendment would also provide the standards for a 

proposed private road.  Craig stated that the type of residential development would 

dictate the development standard for a proposed road. The required standard may be  

a rural standard or a residential standard.  For instance a rural standard may not 

require curb, gutter or sidewalk.    

b. Consideration of amendment to section 2 (247) of the Land Use Management 

Code in reference to the definition of private street and standards for private 

street by eliminating the 100 foot length requirement.  Craig stated that this 

amendment would allow a private street to be more than 100 feet long, which is the 

current limit for creation of a private street.   

     Jerry Edwards asked about South Street, if he developed his property would he 

have to improve South Street.  Craig stated that he would be required to upgrade 

South Street because it is a city street.  Craig stated that part of what he will be 

proposing to the Planning Commission is that streets should be upgraded based on the 

type of development.  If Mr. Edwards were to subdivide his property into 5-acre lots, 

a rural road design may be required.  If Mr. Edwards were to subdivide his property 

into 100 residential lots, he would be required to upgrade South Street to a residential 

standard.   

Mayor Cole asked for any further comment on the public hearings.  No further comment 

being offered, Mayor Cole closed the public hearing at 7:13 p.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 

January 18, 2000 Minutes: Byron made the motion to approve the minutes of the City 

Council work meeting held January 18, 2000.  Seconded by Craig.  All voted in favor, 

motion carried.    January 19, 2000 Minutes: Byron made the motion to approve the 

minutes of the City Council meeting held January 19, 2000.  Seconded by Kevin.  All 

voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF NEW BUSINESS LICENSES:  
Sparks Financial Services: Craig made the motion to approve the business license for 

Sparks Financial Services at 46 E. Durfee.  Conditional Use permit has been approved by 

the Zoning Administrator.  Kevin seconded motion.  All voted in favor, motion carried. 

High Country Outfitters: Kevin made a motion to approve the business license for High 

Country Outfitters, Gary Durfee, at 352 W. Cherry.  Craig stated that a conditional use 

permit was approved for this business.  Justin seconded the motion.  All voted in favor, 

motion carried. 

Action Tax & Bookkeeping Service: Mayor explained that this is one business that is 

being owned and operated by two people at different addresses.  This is the reason that 

there is two business license applications under the same name. Craig stated that both of 

the owners were given conditional use permits to operate out of their own homes.  Karen 

made the motion to approve both business licenses for Mona Ekins at 310 S. Belaire 

Circle and Connie Pehrson at 221 West Clark Street to operate Action Tax & 

Bookkeeping Service.  Kevin seconded the motion.  All voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE:  Byron made the motion to approve Ordinance 

2000-01-amending the Land Use Management code by expanding the services that may 

be included in the 3% subdivision inspection fees.  Seconded by Karen.  All voted in 

favor, motion carried. 
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CONSIDERATON OF CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FEE AMENDMENTS: 

Zoning Administrator Shauna Kertamus developed a graduated scale for conditional use 

permits based on the amount of research and review each type of permit may require.   

 Home Occupations that are approved by staff:   $30.00 

 Home Occupations that require Planning Commission Review: $50.00 

 Animal conditional use permits:     $40.00 

 Businesses located in a commercial zone with gross receipts of 

 Less than $50,000 annually:      $75.00 

 Businesses located in a commercial zone with gross receipts of 

 More than $50,000 annually.      $100.00 

Motion was made by Craig to place consideration of resolution amending the conditional 

use fees on the February 16, 2000 City Council agenda.  Seconded by Byron.  All voted 

in favor, motion carried.   

 

WATER GRADUATED RATES: Mayor Cole stated that he has not had the time to 

finalize the water-graduated rates.  Mayor Cole stated that he would continue to work on 

these rates and present them when he is ready.  Craig stated that he has been studying 

Lynn’s water graduated rate material and wondered what is the reason that the city is 

considering the water-graduated rates?  The city is not low on water resource at this 

present time.  Mayor stated that the State of Utah is requiring that all cities have a water 

conservancy plan.  The best method for encouraging water conservancy is to make the 

water more expense for those who use a lot of water.  Craig stated he is concerned that 

reducing the water base fee and planning on the overage fees to make up the difference 

may actually produce a higher base fee in the future. Because people will conserve water 

and not use enough water in the higher rate areas to continue to allow the city to operate 

the water system.  Mayor stated that he felt that the growth would make up some of the 

difference in producing revenue for the water system.  Craig suggested that the city 

consider installing meters for the outdoor use and charge a higher fee for the outdoor 

water use than for the indoor water use.  Mayor stated that adding additional meters 

increases the expense to the city.  Justin stated that he would like the Mayor to include 

him on the water conservation plan development.  Mayor stated that he will be attending 

the Rural Water Association conference and will bring back the information from that 

conference. 

 

WATER SOURCE IMPACT FEE: Craig stated that he has reviewed the response from 

Engineer Judd Lawrence.  Craig stated that Judd did not agree with his rational that one 

underground water right equates to ½ irrigation share.  Justin stated that the $4000 per 1-

acre foot of underground water right is very high.  The current underground water rights 

do not sell for that price.  Mayor and Craig stated that the engineer has calculated the 

additional fees for legal services to assure the water right is a valid right for the city.  

Craig stated that he would like to see the cap on outdoor watering at around 14,000 

square feet.  Justin stated his concern was that the water right acquisition fees change our 

community’s goals from large lots to small lots.  Craig stated that he would get with Judd 

Lawrence to see about getting the water source impact fee study amended so that a public 

hearing could be held.  Craig made the motion to place on the February 16, 2000 agenda.  

Seconded by Byron. All voted in favor, motion carried.  Mayor stated that Craig should 

put this item on the City Council agenda when he gets the information ready. 

 

MOSQUITO ABATEMENT: Mayor explained that the City Council appointed Dar 

Butcher as the representative to the Mosquito Abatement Board at the last City Council 

meeting.  Utah State Law requires that the city advertise the position once a week for four 

weeks and post the opening in four public places.  This must be done prior to making the 

appointment.  Attorney Elton explained that if one of the City Council Members is 

appointed that no advertisement would be necessary.  This item will be on the March 8, 

2000 agenda for official appointment of a Mosquito Abatement position. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF SETTING A WORK MEETING FOR CAPITAL 

FACILITIES IMPROVEMENTS: Karen made the motion to set the work meeting for 

prioritizing Grantsville City’s Capital Improvement needs on Tuesday, February 22, 2000 

at 6:00 p.m.  Seconded by Kevin.  All voted in favor, motion carried. 
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INDUSTRIAL PARK –REQUEST FOR STREETLIGHTS: Mayor reported that the 

Industrial Park owners are requesting that the city pay for 6 streetlights within the park.  

Mayor stated that he approved 5 of the requested 6 streetlights.  Mayor stated that the 

monthly light expense would be paid from the RDA incremental property tax.  Justin 

asked the Mayor about the possible installation of a waterline to the industrial park?  

Mayor stated that he had the water line placed in the 5-year plan for the Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG).  Kevin asked if he understands the requirement of 

the Industrial Park requirements.  Kevin stated that he understood that an owner of 

property in the Industrial Park could not sell his land for a profit.  Mayor stated that they 

could sell their property.  Kevin stated that he understood that if an owner did not want to 

be apart of the Industrial Park that they had to give up their property to the next interested 

party in line for it.  Mayor stated that they could sell their property if they want but if they 

do not get a building built and a business established they loose their right to the 

property.  At that time the property would be transferred to the next interested party on 

the waiting list.  Craig made the motion to accept the Mayor’s approval of paying for the 

street lighting out of the incremental tax of the Industrial Park RDA.  Seconded by Justin.  

All voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

DISCUSSION OF WATER/SEWER/GARBAGE USE VIOLATIONS: Mayor 

explained to the Council that he has been made aware of several violations that include 

hooking to the city’s water and sewer main lines without notifying the city or paying the 

connection fees.  During the survey of garbage cans we found that several citizens had 

additional garbage cans that were not recorded with the city.  During this same survey it 

was discovered that a home that was supposed to be torn down was still connected to the 

water and sewer lines it was also being lived in.  Mayor asked the Council what action 

would they feel is most appropriate for dealing with these violations?  It was determined 

that after the initial contact with the citizen a citation should be issued for theft of 

services and connection fees collected. 

 

UPDATE INFORMATION OF ’95 SEWER PROJECT: Recorder Palmer announced 

that after five years the city’s sewer treatment plant has finally received certification that 

the plant meets Utah State standards.  This project is expected to be completely closed 

out in two weeks.  The city will try to purchase a truck for the sewer department with the 

remaining funds.  Recorder Palmer stated that the Class C road money will be used to add 

a snowplow and salter for the truck. 

 

4
TH

 OF JULY: Karen asked if the Council had come up with any names for Chairman of 

this year’s festivity.  No names were suggested. Karen stated that she would like to start 

committee meetings in March.  This item to be on the next agenda.  Karen stated that 

Mary Wilder has agreed to be the Parade Chairman, Betty Williams and Janet Cook have 

agreed to do the Flag Raising Ceremony, Beverly Schultz, Patti Halladay have agreed to 

be over the concessions.  

 

UTAH LEAGUE OF CITIES AND TOWNS TRAINING: Mayor Cole stated that he 

has been disappointed about the type of training that has been offered in the last two 

years from the Utah League of Cities and Towns conferences.  Mayor suggested that 

everyone review the agenda’s when they are available before they decide to attend the 

conference or not.  The rooms can be canceled if you decide not to attend.   

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS: Byron made the motion to approve the bills.  Seconded by 

Craig.  All voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: Mayor stated that the proposed private prison contracts still have 

not been signed but Cornell and State Department of Corrections are still talking.  Mayor 

informed the Council about the State Department of Occupation and Professional 

licensing has issued a citation to Darrell Nielson for acting as a contractor during the 

water line installation on the Old Lincoln Highway project. Mayor stated that he met with 

Ed Short earlier this week.  Mr. Short informed the Mayor that the City should have paid 

the contractor directly without going through Mr. Nielson.  

 

Byron informed the Council the fencing is about complete for the softball and baseball 

fields at the Cherry Street Park. 

 

Justin stated that Joel Kertamus/Public Works Director took him on a tour on Saturday 

and he was very impressed with the state of the art facilities that Grantsville City has, and 
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how well the Maintenance Department takes care of these facilities.  Kevin reiterated 

Justin’s statements stating that the Maintenance Department should be commended for 

their abilities to run these facilities as well as the excellent maintenance that is performed 

on these facilities.  Kevin stated that the floors are so clean that you could eat off them.   

Justin suggested that the city hold an open house day where all of the citizens could visit 

each of the well sites and the wastewater treatment plant.  Justin stated that he thinks the 

citizens would see and appreciate the value of these improvements.  Justin stated that the 

new mid valley road that the County is proposing should have input from Grantsville 

City.  Mayor stated that in this meeting Tooele County Engineer Ray Johnson stated that 

“We do not care about Grantsville.” Justin asked how we can get more involved?  Mayor 

stated that the reality is that Grantsville City is not invited.  The Council of Governments 

(COG) should be the entity that drives all of the actions that effects all of Tooele County.  

The truth is that Tooele City and Tooele County Engineer meet privately even prior to the 

Council of Governments meetings and when it is time for the Council of Governments 

meeting to begin they recess the private meeting and have nothing to say for the COG 

meeting. 

 

Craig stated that he has been to meetings that discuss the proposed sheep lane upgrade 

and Tooele City was not present.  This upgrade directly effects the access to the industrial 

park (Tooele Army Depot.)   

 

Karen stated that Tooele County Sheriff Deputy Harry Shinton who is over the 

Hazardous Materials handling for Tooele County has asked Karen to set up safe 

neighborhood meetings for training on handling household hazardous materials.  Karen 

stated that she has talked with Becky Taylor concerning the sewing of the “Welcome to 

Grantsville” bags.  Mrs. Taylor will get back with Karen.  Karen commended the Fire 

Department for the controlled burn of the home at 420 E. Main.  Karen mentioned the 

tally of the Millennium Party expenses prepared by Recorder Palmer.  The total so far 

was about $8300.00.   

 

Kevin stated that he was concerned about the situation of the home that was to be torn 

down and now has a family living in it.  Kevin stated that they did not have a building 

permit to remodel the old home.  Kevin stated that there is a storm drainage problem on 

SR138 that drains out of Little Reno Estates.  If there is a winter snowmelt or a big rain 

this storm water will flood Courtyard subdivision.  Mayor stated that the storm drainage 

master plan will be on the next agenda.   

 

Justin asked where does the city dump their storm water.  Mayor and Craig stated that the 

drainage is out Burmester Road.   

 

Mayor stated that the 1999 construction property valuation has increased by 14 million.  

This figure will play into the budget.   

 

Byron made the motion to adjourn this meeting at 9:50 p.m.  Seconded by Craig.  All 

voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

 

 

_________________________________  ______________________________ 

Wendy Palmer, City Recorder.   Merle E. Cole, Mayor 

 

 

 

 


